
August Garden Chores 

 

The light is changing, the days are slowly getting shorter as we begin the creep towards Fall.  There is still a lot to 
do in the garden and still days to sit and be grateful we live on Vashon and can be outside in these stressful 
times. 

Salad greens – August is a great month to direct sow fall greens. Sow lettuces and any of the fall greens like 
arugula, mache, or spinach at any time this month. Be diligent about watering the emerging seedlings. In 
general it’s better to water deep and less often, but until baby plants get some root under them and have a few 
true leaves, plan on at least a daily sprinkle. 

Cut back tops of tomato plants that are producing flowers.  These most likely won’t ripen before the first Frost 
and it will encourage energy going into ripening of existing fruits.  I also cut side stems and leaves off to expose 
tomatoes to sunlight to encourage ripening. 

Remember to deadhead roses, dahlias for a continued flowering into fall.  Deadhead any annuals that you don’t 
want to go to seed. By mid-Sept stop deadheading roses so they can get the signal to form rose hips and begin 
the dormancy cycle. 

Order Fall planting bulbs, such as lilies, crocus, daffodils.  When looking in the catalogues be sure to check out a 
new bulb to plant.  I try to select one new one every year.  Get your orders in for the best selection. 

B and D lilies, John Scheepers are two reliable bulb companies that I have been ordering from for years. 

Deadhead lilies as flowers fade.  Cut just below the last flower stalk and leave the rest of the stem. This will allow 
the bulb to store energy for next year’s flowers. Top dress with a fertilizer that is low in nitrogen(first number on 
the label) and high in phosphorus and potash. 

Make sure any newly planted Spring trees and shrubs continue to get a weekly watering.  I pick a day of the week 
and water everything on that day. Helps me remember!! 

Take pictures of any beds, or make notes, that you want to change out.  I put string on plants that I want to 
remember to move.  Once the foliage dies back it is sometimes difficult to remember what was what. 

 

 


