
Chores for November 

Cindy Stockett 

We all knew the chilly weather was coming but sure feels like 

it is here now.  I must admit I have to mentally whip myself a 

bit to make myself go outside on these chilly days.  That said 

there are still a few chores that can be done in the garden.  

Notice, I didn’t say should be….I will leave that up to you. 

I saw an interesting webinar on pruning Japanese Maples, 

hosted by the head gardener of the Arboretum.  Here are 

some of his interesting points 

1. Don’t prune Japanese Maples in the Spring as this 

encourages new growth.  Prune in the Fall/Winter. 

2. That said, here are some guidelines for pruning in the Fall 

a. First prune out small branches that are crossing 

b. Then prune out larger branches that are crossing 

c. Prune out any deadwood (usually a lighter gray color 

and breaks off easily) 

d. At most prune out 25% total wood 

e. Prune whenever possible from underneath the tree 

(yes this might mean you have to get on your back and 

look up into the branches) 

f. Don’t seal cuts 

3. Deadwood can be prune out anytime of the year. 

 

It is easy to be lax about cleaning up the garden beds 

now but remember all those weeds, mushy hosta stems 



and dead perennial tops provide cover for pathogens, 

voles and slug eggs.  Additionally if you leave the cleaning 

up till Spring, it will just add to an already busy time. 

You can leave coneflowers seed heads and grasses for 

structure and seeds for the birds.   

Be sure to clean up leaves under roses and trim back any 

very long stems to prevent them whipping in the winds 

and breaking. 

You can still plant new trees and shrubs, but be sure to 

give them a good watering at the time of planting. 

Now is also a nice time to plant a winter pot, rather that 

just leave them empty til Spring.  Hellebores, pansies, 

lingonberry, evergreen ferns, small heathers, and 

cyclamens all make nice additions in a winter pot. 

Well, stay warm and safe this winter. Mask up and we 

can all look to a better time next year. 

 


