
What to do in the garden for the month of April 

by Cindy Stockett 

Well this is the month of the daffodils and soon to 

follow the tulips.  As I write this it is pouring rain 

outside and the temps are in the low 40’s.  Brrrrrr 

But still we all know Spring is here and will make 

her presence known with each coming day. 

Nurseries are popping with plants. Perhaps a new 

tree or shrub to add to the garden is calling your 

name at a nursery.  Either way there is lots to do 

in the garden.  As you think about adding  new 

plants to your borders, remember to plant a few for 

the birds and insects.  Here are a few guidelines 

for planting for pollinators. 

First, planting in clumps rather than having one 
type grouped together is optimal. It heightens the 
pollinators’ journey from plant to plant. Plant with a 
mix of colors and scents to appeal to various 
pollinators. 



Second, remember that pollinators need a habitat 
where they can live and reproduce. Leave space 
and water for them to do so. 

Third, plan your garden with seasons in mind. If 
pollinators have no nectar to eat during certain 
seasons, they will forage elsewhere until they find 
it. Remember that autumn vegetables such 

as squash and tomatoes have flowers. 

Early season: plant alliums, euphorbia (wulfinii), 

mid-season: plant Monarda (bee balm), Solidago, 

Hyssop, sunflowers. 

Late season: plant Echinacea, Yarrow, sedums, 

lavender 

In addition to adding new plants to your borders, 

here are some chores for the month. 

I. If you haven’t pruned and given your first 

feeding to roses, don’t delay. Researchers 

aren’t convinced of the benefits of adding ½ 

cup of Epsom salts around roses in the 

Spring, but it is a practice that many 

gardeners do, including myself. The added 

magnesium from Epsom salts  can help 

increase the production of chlorophyll in the 



plant for vigorous leaf growth.  Most 

gardeners agree that roses, tomatoes and 

peppers benefit the most from added 

Epsom salts .  

II. Weeding young shotweed and other weeds 

out of your borders will save a lot of work 

later in the Summer.  Don’t let them flower 

and go to seed. 

III. If you are planting potatoes, be sure to chit 

them on a sunny windowsill. Place seed 

potatoes in an empty egg carton and wait 

for the new tender buds to appear, this will 

give your potatoes a jump start when you 

plant them out. 

IV. Cut back old and tattered foliage on 

kniphofias 

V. It isn’t too late to dig and divide, irises, 

hostas, astilbe , catmint (nepeta) 

Hemerocallis (daylily) and hardy geranium 

to name a few.  This is a great way to get 

new plants.  

VI. As perennial primroses flowers fade, lift and 

divide any large clumps 

VII.  Happy gardening!! 


