
 

Garden Chores for the Month of January 

By Cindy Stockett 

2020 has been a difficult year.  I imagine everyone is happy to bid good 

bye to it.  We face the New Year with optimism and caution…much the 

way we look at the garden this month.  We have passed the Winter 

solstice and gradually the daylight hours will begin to lengthen and I 

imagine we will all welcome the gentle slide into Spring.  Of course we 

still have some cold, maybe snow and lots of Winter rain to get through 

which will temper the amount of time we can spend in the garden. 

Already I have seen the beginnings of Spring, snowdrops, rock irises, 

and crocus are beginning to poke their heads above the soil.  Hopefully 

you planted some so you will be able to enjoy these first heralds of 

Spring.  

December is a month to hunker down, but January is a good time to 

tackle any big garden projects…laying paths, installing new rock walls.  

There are pots to wash, and soon seeds to sow. Weather permitting, 

you can also lay compost/mulch on the beds. If you haven’t cleaned up 

the garden beds they are either a slimy mess or a bunch of dead 

perennials The ground is very water laden with all the rain we have had 

so most importantly it is best to not walk in the beds since it will cause 

soil compaction. Nonetheless you can still do a fair amount of cleanup 

and add compost to the beds.   It is a good weed suppressant and of 

course will provide needed nutrition to emerging plants.  Add 1 to 2 



inches of compost…better to do a small area rather than spread it too 

thinly. 

If you do any pruning this month, a few things to keep in mind; try to 

always prune to something, a bud or branch juncture.  Remember you 

are pruning to let light and air into the tree.  Go slow and stand back 

often to evaluate your work. 

When the rain becomes a steady downpour you can retreat indoors 

and look through all the seed and plant catalogues that are arriving 

daily. Be sure to put your order in early for the best selection.  

January is also a good time to check with nurseries if you plan to plant 

any new trees.  Nurseries will offer bare roots trees before the potted 

ones.  The price is better and the trees will easily transplant.  

I find getting out into the garden on these gray days does a lot to lift my 

spirits.  I hope you will all find some time to spend in the garden this 

month. 

Stay safe, stay well and wear your mask. 

 

 


