
What to do in the Garden in March 

By Cindy Stockett 

March has finally arrived and it brings a promise of Spring.  Crocus are up and 

Hellebores are gracing the beds with color.  There is a lot to do this month and 

hopefully the weather will cooperate so we can get out in the garden. 

Cut back Buddleia (Butterfly bush) stems hard. They are vigorous growers and it 

is nice to keep the flowers at eye height  so they can be enjoyed. 

If you haven’t pruned your hydrangeas, now is the time.  Paniculata (limelight) 

hydrangeas can be pruned back to a foot or so to the ground since flowers are 

produced on new stems.  If you have Macrophylla  varieties (mophead) they 

should be pruned back to a set of fat buds that are appearing on stems now.  

Remove any dead stems on both varieties to encourage good air circulation. 

If you haven’t pruned your roses, don’t delay, they are budding out already.  It is 

time to give them their first feeding for the first flush of flowers. Lots of choices 

for feed, synthetic or organic.   

It’s not too late to dig and divide any perennials.  It’s a good way to increase 

plants. 

As soon as snowdrops finish flowering lift clumps and separate.  Plant one clump 

in the original hole and the second clump can be planted in a new spot.  A good 

way to increase them.  Don’t separate individual bulbs. 

Continue to add mulch or compost to garden beds.  But be sure to not put the 

compost/mulch right up against the trunks of shrubs and trees as it may lead to 

rot problems, 

You can plant onion sets now along with peas , kale and broccoli starts in the 

veggie garden. Bare root strawberries , raspberries and other cane varieties are 

available in nurseries or mail order. 



Prune ornamental grasses (maidenhair grass, Feather grass) that go dormant in 

the winter.  Cut back to a few inches of the base.  Do this before the new growth 

starts this month. 

Cut back  hard, clematis (group 3) as they produce their flowers on new growth 

each season.  This includes the viticellas and texensis cultivars. 

 


